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LARRY BROUSE 

Mr. Brouse has been the Chief Operating Officer at St. James Cathedral since 1995. He also was the 

chair of the Harborview Medical Center SAC from 2004-2016. He is actively involved in development 

projects which have an effect upon First Hill. Before coming to St. James Cathedral, he had a background 

for 20 years in Finance, Construction, and Real Estate Development. 

Issues that particularly concern him are the shortage of work force housing in the area and the aesthetics 

and functionality of additions to the Virginia Mason campus. He has also been a patient at Virginia Mason 

for over 25 years. 

JESSICA CABATIT 

 

CHRIS ERICKSON (CHAIR) 

Mr. Erickson moved to First Hill five years ago after spending a year in Guatemala learning Spanish and 

working construction. Prior to that he worked as a Legislative Assistant in the state legislature, and spent 

five years in his hometown of Walla Walla helping build the tourism office and learning about the wine 

industry. He has been working in Human Resources at the University of Washington since graduating from 

the Evans School of Public Policy and Governance in 2014. 

JAMES KIRKPATRICK 

Mr. Kirkpatrick and his wife reside in Seattle’s First Hill neighborhood for the past 23 years. He has been a 

member of The Gainsborough Condominium Owners Association’s (COA) Board for 22 years, President for 

13 years, and a member of the First Hill Improvement Association (FHIA) for over 18 years.  Mr. 

Kirkpatrick’s greatest interest is in preserving as much of First Hill’s original ‘character’ as possible. First Hill 

has its own unique ‘place’ in the city of Seattle.  

Mr. Kirkpatrick retired from IBM 20 years ago, after serving in the Navy. His 30 + year long career at 

IBM involved the development, marketing, and installation of large computer systems for clients – such as 

Boeing. Mr. Kirkpatrick have a BS in Marketing from San Jose State University and an MBA from the Santa 

Clara University. 

TED KLAINER 

Capital Project Manager at Harborview. 

JESSICA KOTTKE 

Ms. Kottke’s breadth of experience comes from working in the fields of art, architecture and historic 

preservation for over ten years. Her recent pursuits in marketing and financial analysis strengthen her 

holistic approach to community projects. A resident of First Hill and lover of urban life, Jessica's role as 



 

member of VMMC’s Standing Advisory Committee is focused on finding opportunities for high quality 

urban design and cultivating First Hill’s local small business economy. 

TERRY MILLER (VICE-CHAIR) 

Ms. Miller lives on First Hill in a condominium and has since 2007. She recently served on a two year task 

force to complete the RCW re-write for the Real Estate License Dept. She also served as a member of the 

“Puget Sound Clean Air Advisory Board”.  

Ms. Miller is a 31 year Realtor and self-employed with her business being Seattle and King Co based. She 

is a top-producer and works full time selling Residential Real Estate. She serves on the State Board as well 

as the National Board of Realtors as a volunteer. She recently served on the Mayor’s HALA as a task force 

volunteer for affordable housing. She is very interested in First Hill and all of Seattle as well as King Co 

issues. Finally, Terry brings her Real Estate acumen to a volunteer position at HomeSight, a non-profit 

community development corp. located in southeastern Seattle where she serves on their Board of Directors. 

SARA MCVEY 

Ms. McVey lives and works in First Hill. As CEO of Horizon House, a dynamic, nonprofit retirement 

community dedicated to dignified aging, life fulfillment, and service to the broader community, she 

advocates for the wants and needs of more than 500 residents and 300 staff members. Ms. McVey is a 

Board member of the First Hill Improvement Association (FHIA), and involved in a women’s group at the 

Washington Athletic Club who supports the Freeway Park Association, Plymouth House, and a myriad of 

other organizations in Seattle.  

Her background is in senior living operations with a strong dose of marketing and sales. During her tenure 

in Chicago, she was involved in several large scale projects, including new construction and expansions of 

existing properties where land marking and zoning restrictions were at play. 

JASON ROBIDEAU 

 

ROBERT SEPLER 

Mr. Sepler has lived in Seattle for most of the last decade. For the last four years, he has lived across the 

street from the Virginia Mason Medical Center and walks through the Virginia Mason campus every day 

on his way to work. Given his close proximity to Virginia Mason, Mr. Sepler’s interest in serving on the 

committee stems from his desire to help maintain the quality of residential life on First Hill while still giving 

Virginia Mason the flexibility it needs to continue its excellent work. Mr. Sepler is an attorney that works 

predominately in municipal law. He currently consults with local governments across the state as a Legal 

Consultant with the Municipal Research and Services Center (MRSC). 

WARD WRIGHT 

Mr. Wright has been a First Hill resident since 1994 and lives at the Old Colony Condominium where he 

also serves on the board. He is part the development team at Neighborhood House, who serves all of King 

County residents with services designed to break the cycles of poverty, working donors to help support our 

rich immigrant and refugee populations. He is a member of the First Hill Improvement Association (FHIA)  



 

Prior to joining Neighborhood House Mr. Wright was in hotel management for over 30 years.  Originally 

from San Jose he went to school in New York, and has lived in Los Angeles, Laguna Beach, and the Florida 

Keys before realizing that Seattle is home. 


